Westhampton Congregational United Church of Christ
an Open and Affirming Congregation
1% Sunday of Advent - HOPE
November 30, 2025

Reflection - “Hope is invented every day.” ~James Baldwin
Piano Prelude

Piano Introit
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i, Announcements / Lighting the Candle / Welcome to Worship
[

L

Advent Wreath Lighting
Cong response: A Candle is Burning, by Sandra Dean
Melody: Away in the Manger (SL #176)

A Candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,

A candle of Hope in December's dark night.

While angels sing blessing from heaven's starry sky,
Our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.

< Call to Worship
One: Come, all who wait! The Light of Hope is beckoning.
Many: Calling us to carry it together.
One: Calling us to let it shine with anticipation.
Many: Calling us to be ready for the Long Expected
One: Come, let us carry the Light of Hope into our worship,
All:  and sing praise for the advent of the Christ.

A ﬂ Hymn SL #157 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free.
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art —
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, joy of every longing heart!

Born Thy people to deliver, born a Child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone.

By Thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.

ﬁ@ Unison Prayer of Invocation
Holy One, you know the hopes we carry — some bold, some
fragile, some we barely dare speak. As we begin this Advent
journey, meet us here. Stir our hearts with your promise

and help us see signs of your coming in the ordinary
moments of our lives. Gather us in your grace and fill us
with your hope. Be present in our worship today. Guide our
thoughts, shape our prayers, and make room in us for your
coming light. Amen.

A 52 Gloria SL #9
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end, Amen, Amen.

ﬂ Anthem Be Born in Me

,i, Moment for All Ages

[l ) Scripture Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 p. 773
. Matthew 24:36-44  p. 33

AL, Message

A ﬂ Hymn NC#112 Keep Awake, Be Always Ready
Keep awake, be always ready,
God’s time approaches sure and steady,
God’s strength will keep your heart from blame.
Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing,
disperse, God’s purest light revealing;
creation will its Sovereign name.
Dry branches burst forth green,
God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah!
Christs’ judgment won, God’s will be done;
God’s new dominion this begun.

Rise and shine for One is coming

Whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting
To be made whole forever more.

On that day to end all weeping,

death’s swords transformed to tools of reaping,
The God of might will mercy pour.

Incarnate, God appears

Embracing all our tears: Hallelujah!

God’s majesty eternally

Revealed to set the cosmos free.



ﬁ’ Prayers of the People — Help/Thanks/Wow

One:  Now we come to the time where we lift up
our prayers of Help, Thanks, and Wow.
Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them up to God.

One:  Does anyone have any prayers they would like to lift up?

After each individual prayer request...
One:  Loving and beloved God; Many: Hear our prayer.

Prayer List
One: Let us read the first names of those on our prayer list.
Prayers of healing and hope for...
PHYLLIS Widelo, sister of Mark Thornhill
NIKO Sinodinos, husband of Maria Yorgakopoulou
LAINE Gootee, sister of Darren Sallee
PATTY Cotton, friend of the community
JEAN Miemerstorf, niece of Anita Hickey
BRENDA Hodge, sister of Mark Thornhill
BRENDA Pelc, neighbor of Jackie and Larry Didier
TERRI Toner, friend of Mikki Nevins
DON Fox, friend of the community
JOE Jankowski, friend of the Robbins/Carriveau family
ERIC Cooper, friend of Shirley Raymond
MARGE Yamilkoski, friend of Lynn Willard
LAURA Schiavoni, friend of Maria Yorgakopoulou
IOANNA Spiliotis, friend of Maria Yorgakopoulou
CARROLL Baszkowski, cousin of Lynn Cooper
AL Wilson, friend of Karina, Ishmael, Jonah and Gideon
JEFF Rida, friend of Kathy and Mike Robbins
BOB Turner, friend of Kathy and Mike Robbins
JOHN Darman, friend of Kathy and Mike Robbins
DONNA Burns, niece of Ilene Lorow; cousin of Julie Holt
ELLIE Scott, member of the congregation
BUDDY Nevins, member of the congregation
ELIZABETH Petroff, friend of Maria Yorgakopoulou
ESOTERIE, friend of Maria Yorgakopoulou
JASON Pratt, brother of Danielle Dennett
GRACE and GABRIELLA Gilbert, daughters of Danielle and Peter
ANDREA Wilson, sister of Gene Callahan
BOYD Leslie, friend of the congregation
AMANDA Ghali and family, niece of Kevin and Lorraine O’Keefe
Prayers of sympathy for the family and friends of...
LORRAINE Spencer, member of the congregation

Prayers for God’s presence and care...
JONNY Arrowsmith & family, nephew of Mary Montague
SHARON and DON Eddy, member of the church
MIKE Robbins, husband of Kathy Robbins
LYNNE Sallee, member of the congregation
DONNA Burns, niece of Ilene Lorow
DOTTIE Burke, member of the congregation
ALDEN Montague, son of Lani Montague
BOB Greene, member of the congregation
KELLY & STEVE Camp, friend of Kevin and Lorraine
JEAN Braley, sister of Jackie Didier
BETTY Marks, friend of Betty-Anne Gould
SU-CHEN Chang, friend of Maria and Niko
JEFF Mace, nephew of Kevin O’Keefe
JILL Lester, friend of Mikki and Buddy Nevins
TAMMY Bailey, cousin of Kelly Challet
JEAN Meimerstorf, niece of Anita Hickey
ELIZABETH Deffendall, friend of Sue Tracy Small
CAROLYN Almeida, friend of Wendy Blow
PATTY Schmidt, friend of Lorraine O’Keefe and Joanne Brooks
JOHN Gougeon, husband of Lorrie Gougeon
ANN O. Jones, friend of Wendy Wilcox
LORRAINE Spencer, member of the congregation
JOANNE O’Keefe, sister of Kevin and Lorrain O’Keefe
DAVID McMahon, son of Patrick and Jean McMahon
MARY Laprade, friends of the community
RUTH ANNE Bennett, friend of Kathy and Mike Robbins
SUE Santerre, friend of the Robbins family

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer using any version you wish

ﬂ Response:  Hear our prayer O Lord, hear our prayer O Lord,
Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace.

Prayer List Statement - As a caring community, we hold one another in
prayer through all of life’s joys and challenges. Names on our weekly
bulletin prayer list will remain on that list for eight weeks, then if
needed, names can be moved to our Prayer Tree for continued
prayer. The Prayer Tree names will be read in worship on fifth
Sundays. Please let the WOW Committee or Julie in the office know of
any updates or changes. We encourage everyone to stay connected with
those on the Prayer Tree, in prayer and in person whenever possible.



Offerings of the People — Time, Talents, Treasures, and Testimonies
ﬂ Piano Offertory

A J Response SL #40 We Praise Thee, O God
We praise Thee, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before Thee, we kneel and adore Thee.
We bless Thy holy name; glad praises we sing.

0\ @ Unison Prayer of Dedication

God of our waiting and watching, in this season of
promise you turn our hearts toward the light that is
coming. We bring these gifts as small lights of hope,
trusting that you will bless them, multiply them, and use
them to grow compassion, courage, and hopein our
world. As you awaken hope in us, awaken hope through
us, so that our giving and our living may bear witness to
the One who is on the way. Amen.

A ﬂ Hymn SL #169 O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1, 2, 4)

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth;
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell.
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.

/‘
0\ @ Benediction / Passing of the Peace

A ﬂ Cong Response SL #785  God Be With You

God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you;
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.

A ﬂ Piano Postlude

AN Indicates you are invited to stand if you are comfortable doing so.

Welcome to the Westhampton Congregational United Church of
Christ, an open and affirming church. To join online via Zoom:
Press Ctrl and CLICK HERE or visit zoom.us and click Join a
Meeting, then enter Meeting ID 321 069 9076; Passcode 248423.
To join by phone dial 646-558-8656, then meeting ID and Passcode.

Pastor and Church Contact Info

Rev. Carol Smith’s cell phone and email:

860-798-7771; carolbsmith12@gmail.com

Office Hours — Tuesdays/Fridays 9 — 12. Pastoral needs anytime.
Julie Holt church secretary — church phone and email:
413-527-4204; westhamptonchurchucc@comcast.net

Worship Participants

Ministers - People of the church
Minister - Rev. Carol Smith
Greeters - A\ Mary Montague

W Shirley Raymond
Advent Wreath-  Stephen and Julie Holt

Lay Reader - Mikki Nevins

Pianist - Michele Feldheim

Special Music -  Julie Holt

Zoom Tech- Bob Miller

Coffee Hour - Advent Festival Committee
Flowers - Charlotte Wood

This Week at the Church...

Today - Advent Festival/Deck the Halls
Monday 7pm - WaS

Wed-Fri-Sat - Food Pantry - see website for hours
Thursday 7pm -  Choir

Friday 7pm - AA

Birthdays and Anniversaries...
November 30 * - Patty Greene

December 2 * - Frank Samson

December 6 * - Ryan Thornhill
December 1 ¢9- Lorrie and John Gougeon



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3210699076?pwd=UExibTJ3Uk40M2tRVlVCK1h5QUNYUT09
mailto:carolbsmith12@gmail.com
mailto:westhamptonchurchucc@comcast.net

