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Pastoral Transition Update

At the time of this writing, the Worship and Spirituality (WaS) committee is receiving applications for the interim
minister position and conducting interviews. In the meantime, we continue to hold inspiring weekly worship services
led by pulpit supply ministers, and have been enjoying the return of our choirs. We have decided to put off our annual
Blessing of the Animals worship service until later in the year after we have an interim minister in place. In June we
will begin holding one lay-led service each month. This is a wonderful opportunity to try new things and expand our
vision of how we can gather together to worship and serve in meaningful and diverse ways. We’d love to hear your
ideas, and we welcome input and help from everyone! Looking ahead, please note that for the months of July and
August our Sunday morning worship service will begin at 9:00am.
~ Worship and Spirituality Committee, Sue Tracy Small, Rick Tracy, Anita Hickey, Erika Subocz, Kevin O’Keefe

Love Is
Love is patient; love is kind … ~ 1 Corinthians 13: 4

When I love you,
I will be patient towards you.
I will wait for you.
I will hold out hope for you.
Behavior is only one part of this.
Your last-minute running around getting ready
may irritate the tar out of me,
and I’m not saying a patient person won’t speak up
(kindly – we’ll get to kindness in a second).
But I will have big-picture patience towards you.
I will believe in you, unwaveringly,
and I will be there for you.
When I love you,
I will be kind to you.
This kindness will need to be about you, not me.
There is built-in good-feeling-kickback
when we are kind to each other, usually.
But kindness has to be about the recipient.
I am kind to you when I think from your perspective,
from within your shoes on your path,
and act accordingly.
If I get it wrong, I keep trying.
(Here is patience again – they are connected!)
Love behaves patiently toward the beloved.
Love behaves kindly toward the beloved.
We can sit around and feel all day long,
but patience is action (or restraint),
and kindness is action with a focus on the other.
Love is when we provide these things.
May we be both patient and kind
as we seek to be God’s love
in this beautiful and hurting world.
~ by Lindy Thompson

Regular Church Meetings
Sun.

10:00am

Mon.

5 - 7pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
Wed. 5 - 7pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
Thurs. 7:00pm
Fri.
11am-2pm
7:00pm
Sat.
9am-4pm
June -

Morning Worship
in person and by Zoom:
Meeting ID: 321 069 9076
Password: 248423
Food Pantry open
Cub Scouts (bi-weekly)
WOW (4th)
Food Pantry open
WaS (1st)
Council (4th)
Choir rehearsal
Food Pantry open
AA
Food Pantry open

Women’s Fellowship Director

June -

Shirley Raymond

Greeters

 Charlotte Wood and Evelyn Blakesley
 Shirley Raymond

Coffee Hour

June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 -

Sue and Richie Small
Ashley Therrien
Audrey Antosz
Anita Hickey

June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 -

Dottie and Bob Burke
Robin and Chris Wayne
Ilene Lorow
Sue and Richie Small

Regular Town Hours/Meetings
Mon.

9:00 - 3:00pm
7:00pm
Tues. 8am - 3:00pm
9am - 3:00pm
by appt only
4:30 - 8:30pm
5:00 -7:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
Wed. 8am - 4:00pm
8am - 3:00pm
9am - 3:00pm
6pm - 8:00pm
7:00pm
Thurs. 9am - 3:00pm
10am - 12pm
12:00pm
8am - 3:00pm
5:00 - 7:00pm
7:00pm
Fri.
7:00pm
Sat.
9am - 3:00pm

Administrative Asst - Town Hall
SelectBoard (bi-weekly) – Town Hall
Board of Health – Annex
Administrative Asst - Town Hall
Building Inspector – Annex
Board of Assessors - Annex
Tax Collector – Annex
Fire Dept. (1st, 3rd) – Highway Garage
Friends of the Library(1st) - Library
Planning Board (2nd) – Annex
Zoning Bd of Appeals (2nd) – Annex
Town Clerk - Town Hall
Board of Health – Annex
Administrative Asst - Town Hall
Transfer Station hours
Conservation (1st, 3rd) – Town Hall
Administrative Asst - Town Hall
Board of Assessors – Annex
COA (1st) – via Zoom
Board of Health – Annex
Tax Collector – Annex
Library Trustees (2nd) - Library
AA (weekly) – Westhampton Church
Transfer Station hours

Flowers

Church Office Contact Info

Email - westhamptonchurchucc@comcast.net
Church office phone - 413-527-4204
Church website - www.westhamptonchurchucc.org
Facebook - Westhampton Congregational
United Church of Christ

Westhampton Town Election
Saturday, June 4, 2022, 8:00am - 12:00noon
at the Westhampton Town Hall - 1 South Road

 During this time of transition, anyone with a pastoral
need may contact Kevin O’Keefe at 413-586-7581 or any
other deacon who will put you in touch with our good
friend Rev. Carol Smith who will take good care of you.

Blueberry Festival - July 23
Save the date! The Blueberry Festival will be held at the church for one sitting only on
Saturday, July 23 at 5:00pm. The committee will be looking for volunteers to sign up to
make food. Bill Tracy is managing the dining room and will also be looking for folks to serve
and pour coffee. Please be ready to sign up to help and/or to say YES when asked!
The traditional menu will include Virginia Baked ham with pineapple slices, potato salad,
sliced cucumbers, green beans, blueberry muffins, blueberry pie, and assorted beverages.
The price is $15 for adults, and $6 for children ages 12 and under. Lynne Sallee will take
reservations again this year; reservations can be made by calling Lynne Sallee at 413-5849360 or emailing her at lynnesallee@comcast.net by the July 20 deadline.

Summer Music
Opportunities

Please take a moment to thank
the Choir for their dedication
and talent in providing music
for our worship services upon
their return this spring after a
long hiatus from the pandemic.
Now the choir will take a break
for the summer months as
usual and resume again in September. During June, July
and August we enjoy a variety of volunteer musicians
during Morning Worship - vocal or instrumental, solo or in
groups. The Summer Music Sign-up Sheet is now available
in the church dining room. We hope you will consider
sharing your musical talent one or two Sundays this
summer. We need volunteers to provide music for worship
beginning June 19th. Thank you!

From Your Stewardship Committee:
The Church Hive
Bees live in a cooperative way
described as “eusociality”, or good
relations. Each bee contributes a
specific
skill
to
the
colony,
synchronizing its efforts for the benefit
of all. Likewise, a church’s health
depends on all members fulfilling their
responsibility to the organism as a
whole. Descriptions of hive life mirror Paul’s words about
the body of Christ, with members having different gifts “but
the same Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:4)
According to R.S Beal Jr., who was both a pastor and a
zoology professor, a beehive is the perfect “living illustration
of how to walk in unity.” He wrote, “Those of us who have
believed in Jesus belong to one another just as much as we
belong to Christ. We cannot live independently of one
another anymore than we can live independently of Christ.
Like the bees, we must learn to practice the sacrifice, labor,
sharing, and submission of love that together we ‘may grow
up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ’ ”
(Ephesians 4:15).
How are you using your own spiritual gifts to build up your
church “hive”? ~ the Newsletter Newsletter June 2022
 NOTE - the Stewardship Committee is still hoping to
find one or two additional members. If you are willing to
serve in this role, please contact the church office at 413527-4204.
YTD Actual
as of April

YTD Budget
as of April

Pledged Local

30,536

32,198

Non-Pledged Local
Other Local
TOTAL LOCAL
Mission Pledged
Special Offerings
TOTAL MISSIONS

1,645
8,338
40,519
3,247
1,263
4,510

3,000
8,634
43,832
3,668
500
4,168

Upcoming Christian Education Activities:
Christmas in July - Yes, you read that right! It is time to

create new creche figurines and the Christian Education
Committee will be organizing work-bees in July. There are
many steps to this process! We will need volunteers to help
cut out the wood figures, volunteers to trace the pattern
onto the wood and then to bring the figures alive, volunteers
to paint them. No woodworking or painting experience
needed! Stay tuned for more info!

Summer Camp Out - August - Let’s have a camp out
at the Church! The Christian Education Committee is
working on plans to host an overnight camp out around the
Church. We are planning on a Saturday night in August.
Movies, capture the flag, bonfire, sunrise hike……all ideas
that we are working on. More information will follow but
wanted to pique your interest and be on the lookout for
more information soon!

Outreach Opportunities
FOOD PANTRY - The Food Pantry continues to be a
valuable asset to our Town and is used by many. If you wish
to volunteer to open and close the pantry, you can sign up
at www.westhamptonchurchucc.org/ and follow the link to
Food Bank Volunteers. The hours of operation are Monday
5pm-7pm, Wednesday 5pm-7pm, Friday 11am-2pm and
Saturday 9am-2pm. Again, a special thank you to all those
that help us provide this service to our community.
TAKE & EAT - The Westhampton Congregational United
Church of Christ and St. Philip’s Episcopal Church continue
to work together on the 4th Saturday of the month to provide
those in need by delivering weekend meals. It takes many
hands to get the job done and if you would like to participate
in this worthy cause sign-up sheets are now available
online at https://www.tinyurl.com/takeandeat for June 25.
In addition to looking for volunteers to work this worthwhile
cause, monetary donations are being accepted. Checks
should be made payable to and mailed directly to the
Westhampton Congregational Church. Please indicate,
Take and Eat Program, in the memo portion of your check.
The money received will be used to purchase food items
necessary to make the meals that have not been donated.
COT SHELTER - We thank everyone for your response last
month about providing a meal for the Cot Shelter sometime
this summer since there is still a need. Since there is plenty
of interest and willing support, the church will take care of
the Cot Shelter meal for Tuesday, August 16, feeding 16
people.

Walk for Ukraine Results

Thank you to all who supported the Westhampton Walk for
Ukraine on April 30th, and a special thank you to Mary
Montague who donated a lovely painting to increase our
fundraising efforts. Everyone who gave $25 or more was
entered into a drawing to win the painting. The lucky winner
was Julie Holt! The event raised
$2182.74 which will be sent to the
UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal.
Thank you all for caring about our
Ukrainian neighbors in their time
of need.

WES PTO

Thanks to everyone for participating in a
very successful raffle basket fundraiser
and congratulations to the lucky
winners! Wildcat’s Day is on Tuesday,
June 7th. 6th grade graduation is on
Tuesday, June 14th at 6pm. Our best
wishes go out to the 6th grade graduating
class and their families. WES will miss
you as you move on to 7th grade. Have
a wonderful summer!

6th Grade Graduation Supper

The Women's Fellowship of the Westhampton Church
invites the 6th grade class of the Westhampton
Elementary School to attend the Graduation Supper at
the church on Tuesday, June 14 at 6:15pm. Graduates
are free, and family and friends can attend for a charge
of $7 for adults and $4 for children 10 and under. The
menu will include pizza, chips, veggie platters, and of
course cupcakes! Invitations were sent in May to the
graduates and their families. RSVP by calling
Charlotte Wood at 413-527-1985. Reservations are
required! Congratulations to this year's graduates!

Calling All Carpenters… WES Needs You!

Westhampton Elementary School is looking for a
carpenter or handy-person to help repair a wooden
train on their playground. Payment for labor and
materials will be provided by WES and the timeline for
repairs is flexible as we are approaching our summer
vacation schedule. Repairs needed include roof
replacement, rebuilding of front
“engine” cylinder, and painting. If
interested please contact Principal
Deane Bates at 413-527-0561.

Wetlands Remediation and Rewilding
at Westhampton Woods

Westhampton Woods affordable housing on Main
Road has discovered that it borders a wetlands, one
currently infected on its border with invasive mud wort.
The area used to be cultivated for gardening, and upon
disuse, invasive plants took hold. Now the CDC and
the Westhampton Woods residents seek to rewild the
area through intentional and careful selection of native
wetland plants. Before we can undertake that joyful
project we need to deal with the invasive, non-native
plants. This is quite an undertaking, requiring a multiyear plan, budgeting, and personnel to carry out the
projects. We are asking for community help in this
remediation and rewilding effort. Help us defend our
wetlands. Please contact Betty-Anne Gould at 757849-9995 about helping with this project. You will in
turn learn about invasive remediation and rewilding
along the way! You needn’t be a gardener or
landscaper to be a rewilder and invasive remediator.

Welcome to Westhampton

Victoria and Rory have bought a
house on Northwest Road. Welcome!

From the Westhampton
Zoning Bylaw Review Committee

The committee will be releasing a DRAFT of the new
proposed Zoning Bylaws for all Residents, Boards, and
Committees to read and be prepared for two (2) public
informational meetings to explain the new proposed
changes. When the draft is released it will appear on the
Town website. We expect to have the draft ready soon so
continue to look for it. It is very important that your input is
part of the public informational meetings. Those meetings will
be announced as soon as they are set. Please take the time
to educate yourself to these Zoning Bylaws that affect all land
and buildings in Westhampton. Thank you.
~ Zoning Bylaw Review Committee

Council on Aging…
Spanish Guitarist Tony Silva Concert

The COA is pleased to present
Spanish Guitarist Tony Silva in
concert behind the Library on
June 9th at 12:00noon. In the
event of inclement weather, the
concert will take place at the
same time in the Town Hall
(in that case, masks are
encouraged.) Hope to see you
there!

Hilltown Mobile Market

Hilltown Mobil Market opens a new online store with delivery
to Westhampton. From July 16 through Nov.18, fresh and
affordable Hilltown-grown produce, meat, dairy and eggs
from over 15 local farms is available to order online at
www.hilltownmobilemarket.info. Shop online and get your
order delivered for FREE to Westhampton Woods
(Community Room, Apt. F) or right to your door if you live at
Westhampton Woods. SNAP, HIP, WIC and Senior Coupons
are all accepted. Orders must be placed by Tuesday at 3 pm.
Farm shares (similar to CSAs are also available). for more
information, please visit www.hilltownmobilemarket.info or
email market@hilltowncdc.org. Not online? Contact Hunt
Chase (413) 296-4536, x116 to learn about on-paper options.

Fitness with Friends

Come join us for this exercise class that is geared toward
improving flexibility, balance, strength, and coordination. The
class is in full swing, held every Tuesday from 11:30-12:30 in
the Town Hall, and will continue through June 21. Our
instructor Heather Paul has over 20 years of experience as a
fitness coach. She has a welcome blend of consideration for
any limitations as well as encouragement to push ourselves
to improve our fitness. There’s room for more participants in
the Town Hall. Won’t you come join us?

UMass Nurse Seeking Arthritis Study Volunteers

Participants, 55 or older with Osteoarthritis or Rheumatoid
arthritis and related fatigue, with Wi-Fi access are eligible.
This is a 10 week, completely contactless study in which
participants can receive up to $80. If interested, or have
questions, please contact Sarah Fiske at 413-222-5939 or
smleonard@umass.edu.

At the Westhampton Library…

The library is open Mon/Thurs 2-8pm; Tues/Wed
9-noon/1-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm. Closed Fri/Sun.
Closed Monday, June 20 - Juneteenth observed.
Please check the town website or Facebook
@WesthamptonPublicLibrary for library updates.
The library is still open for in-person browsing and
materials pickup. We also offer curbside pickup.
To place a request for curbside pickup, contact
westhampton@cwmars.org; 413-527-5386.

Recurring Programs…
• Computer Class with Bob Miller
•
•
•

Monday, June 13 @ 2pm, then break
for the summer.
Scrabble - Mondays @ 2-4pm
Knitting Group - Mondays @ 6pm
Playgroup with Andy
Tuesday, June 7 @ 3:30pm
then Playgroup pauses for the summer.
Email agoulet@collaborative.org to sign up.

June Artist - Karen Evans

I make paintings of landscapes I see in my
everyday life and then try to present them in a way
which goes beyond the commonplace. A painting is
complete when its components function together
without stress and with none seeming to be terribly
more important than the other. Ms. Evans received
a BFA in painting from Philadelphia University of
the Arts and is an active member of Oxbow
Gallery, the Hampden Gallery Critique Group, and
the Bernardston Meetinghouse painting group.

Rain Date for Community Garden

Rain Date for Community Garden Day is Saturday,
June 4 from 10am - 12pm if needed. Please email
Meaghan at mschwelm@cwmars.org for more info.

Summer Reading 2022

This summer "Read Beyond the
Beaten Path!" Back by popular
demand - choose a side and earn
points for your team by reading,
attending library events and other
fun activities. Will you join the
Lumberjanes and attend Miss Qiunzella Thiskwin Penniquiqul
Thistle Crumpet's Camp for Hardcore Lady-Types? Or will you
join Hilda and the Raven Leader in Sparrow Scouts? Not sure?
You can take a quiz to see if you're a Sparrow Scout or a
Lumberjane. Then, badges can be earned for signing up, and
choosing a team, turning in a Reading Log, reading milestones
of 10, 25, and 50 books, completing a Bingo sheet or Reading
Challenge, and for each event you attend, with a total of 15
possible badges! Special thanks to The Friends of Westhampton
Library for sponsoring all summer reading incentives and to the
Lyn Keating Programming Fund for sponsoring all summer
reading programs. Email Emily at ewayne@cwmars.org or
come to the library for registration information.

Other Announcements for this summer…

• Summer Concert Series - The
Friends of the Library will sponsor
a full summer concert series on the
lawn this year. Dates and bands
are still being confirmed. Look for advertisements at the library
or in the Bell Tower.
• Quilt Raffle - The Friends of the Library are hosting a quilt
raffle throughout the summer, with the drawing to be held in
August. The beautiful queen-size quilt is currently on display
at the library and will make an appearance at all summer
concerts, as well. The colorful cotton fabrics portray a
pollinator theme. The batting is 100% organic wool. Chances
are $2.50 each or 5 for $10.00. Stop in to leave your contact
information and payment or provide with your annual
membership donation and mail to the library at 1 North Rd.

Environmental Stewardship
Through Sustainable Gardening

• Save the Date! Tom Ricardi, wildlife biologist and
rehabilitator, and his Birds of Prey will be on the back lawn of
the library on July 21 at 5:30pm. Bring a lawn chair if you have
one!

Library Strategic Plan for
2023 - 2028 Community Survey

The Westhampton Library has ordered a new book by Mary
Allen, an author who grew up right here in Westhampton. The
book is entitled The Deep Limitless Air: A Memoir in Pieces and,
as Mary describes it, is a collection of personal essays that
reveal her reflections on the humans and animals, spiritual
questions and personal dilemmas that have absorbed her
attention in the last twenty years. Living in her foster home with
Ralph and Evelyn Payson from age one, Mary went to
Westhampton Center School and graduated from Williamsburg
High School. Her foster sisters Mary Laprade, Marion Miller and
Charlotte Wood all make their homes in Westhampton not far
from their childhood home. Mary moved to Iowa City, Iowa in
1986 to attend the Iowa Writers’
Workshop and has lived there ever
since. She has taught at the University
of Iowa and is currently a full-time
writing coach. Her literary memoir,
The Rooms of Heaven, published by
Alfred A. Knopf and Vintage Books in
2000, is also available at the library.

Thursday, June 16 at 6pm
Learn the concept of responsible use and protection
of the natural environment through conservation
and sustainable gardening practices.
Our
presenter, Casey E. Doyle,
M.S., will share
information on agricultural trellising, rain barrels and
more! This program is made possible by a grant
from The Association for Rural and Small Libraries
through the generosity of a regional partner
foundation.

Help shape the library’s community vision for the
next five years. We need your feedback to improve
and expand library services, materials and
partnerships. The survey takes under 10 minutes
to complete. Paper copies will be available at Town
Hall, the library and Outlook Farm. There is an
online version of the survey available on the library
webpage under News & Announcements.

Author with Roots in Westhampton
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The Bell Tower is a church and community newsletter whose intent is to inform and inspire. The Bell Tower shall promote the identity, programs and
events of the Westhampton Congregational United Church of Christ. As an added service, the Bell Tower shall also provide information on
community news and events to the residents of Westhampton. We invite you to join us for Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00am. Submissions to the
Bell Tower for church and community articles and announcement may be sent to Julie Holt at the church email address
westhamptonchurchucc@comcast.net no later than the 15th of each month prior to the upcoming Bell Tower issue.

Westhampton Congregational
United Church of Christ
Mission Statement

With God as our witness, we of the Westhampton
Congregational United Church of Christ, commit to our
Savior Jesus Christ as our model and guide. While
cherishing our heritage, we look to the future,
accepting ourselves and each other as individuals
uniquely created in God’s image. We covenant
together to grow in our understanding of God’s will. We
nurture each other in faith so we may be empowered to
serve in our community and the world.
We are called to love our brothers and sisters as God
loves us, freely and without reservation. Our
unconditional love is inclusive of all God’s people. We
denounce acts of discrimination and violence against
any person. As an open and affirming church, we
joyfully welcome all people into our community of faith,
regardless of age, gender, race, sexual orientation,
ethnic
background,
socioeconomic
status
or
physical/mental abilities. Each person is invited and
encouraged to participate in all aspects of our church
life and ministry.

Father’s Day
Tools of Hope Dedications

Please make a contribution of
$5.00 to place the right tool in the
hands of people in need throughout
the world through Church World
Service for Tools of Hope Sunday,
which is on Father’s Day, June 19,
2022. You may dedicate your gift
in honor of or in memory of a
special father figure in your life.
Dedications will be listed in the
church bulletin. Please mail this form to the church by
Wednesday, June 15 to 1 Tob Road, Westhampton MA
01027 along with your check payable to Westhampton
Congregational UCC.
Please list my Tools of Hope Dedication in the
Father’s Day Bulletin as follows:
In memory of:________________________________
In honor of:__________________________________
Given by:________________ Amt. enclosed: ______

