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Greetings from the newbie!
Hello church members and community members of Westhampton! I am so happy
to start as your interim minister. It was wonderful to first experience your
community by attending your Fall Festival! If only every journey could begin with a
celebration that includes the joyous chaos of a pumpkin roll!
Usually when I start at a new church, there are two main things people want to
know: either they want to know more about me, or more about what this interim
process is all about. So, let’s start that here:
Who is this guy?
I’m both a big sci-fi and fantasy nerd and an upcycling crafter. I think there are
many paths to truth, justice, and peace, not just one. I’m a life-long faith seeker
and skeptic, both in and out of Christianity. That said, I’m proud to be a member
and a pastor of the United Church of Christ (UCC). I’ve been a United Church of
Christ minister for about 11 years, and an intentional interim minister for 6 years.
I think that faith should lead us to be kinder, more welcoming, and focused on
empowering the oppressed instead of deciding who gets to be in and who gets to
be out. I’m a lifelong Michigander who moved to Vermont just over a year ago and
has dreams of splitting enough wood by hand to heat my house for the winter.
Since I’m a 3/4 time pastor, I will be splitting my time between Westhampton and
my family in Vermont. Let the debates over who has the best maple syrup and
cheese begin!
What is this Interim Thing?
Since our church gets to choose their own pastor (instead of having one appointed by a larger governing body),
it’s a good idea to have a time for reflection before seeking the next settled pastor. An interim pastor is someone
trained and gifted in walking with churches through these in-between times.
This is a particular advantage for Westhampton UCC, because so much in the world is also in a deep state of flux.
So, the visioning and dreaming we will do will focus on much more than just who the next pastor should be, but what
the church is called to be, living into our challenging present realities and dreams for the future. In this interim time,
the church will answer 3 questions — Who are you? Who is your neighbor? What is God calling you to be? — and use
the answers to these questions as the basis for the pastoral search.
Growing into the future
Learning that the town itself is also starting to work on a master plan, my hope is that these things can benefit and
grow from each other. As part of what we believe, Westhampton Church “affirms the responsibility of the Church in
each generation to make this [historic] faith its own in reality of worship, in honesty of thought and expression, and in
purity of heart before God.” Or to say it another
way, Jesus set the example we seek to follow to
love our neighbor as we love ourselves, and to
keep widening the joyful welcome. But what
does that mean now? How does the church
respond to ongoing pandemic and societal
challenges including political strife and the
effects of climate change? What does our faith
call us to do and to be in this place?
I look forward to walking with all of you as you
answer these deep and important questions.
So, just like the pumpkin roll, let the good times
roll!
~ Rev. Greg Briggs

Sun.

Regular Church Meetings

10:00am

Morning Worship
in person and by Zoom:
Meeting ID: 321 069 9076
Password: 248423
Mon. 7:00pm
WaS (1st)
7:00pm
Council (2nd or 3rd)
7:00pm
WOW (4th)
Wed. 5 - 7pm
Food Pantry open
Thurs. 7:00pm
Choir
Fri.
11am-1pm Food Pantry open
7:00pm
AA
Sat.
9 - 11am
Food Pantry open

Women’s Fellowship Director

November -

Maureen Dempsey

November -

Bob and Pat Miller
 Marion Miller

Greeters

Coffee Hour

November 6 November 13 November 20 November 22 November 27 -

Mike and Louise Raymond
Mary Montague and Brenda Shafer
Ashley Therrien
Thanksgiving: volunteer needed
volunteer needed

November 6 November 13 November 20 November 22 November 27 -

John Gugenberger
Lynn Cooper
Janice and Bill Tracy
Thanksgiving: Janice and Bill Tracy
Flower Committee

Flowers

Rev. Greg Briggs - Interim Minister
pastor.greg.briggs@gmail.com
In Westhampton: Sunday - Tuesday
Available remotely - Thursday

Church Office Contact Info

Email - westhamptonchurchucc@comcast.net
Church office phone - 413-527-4204
Church website - www.westhamptonchurchucc.org
Facebook - Westhampton Congregational
United Church of Christ

ALL are invited to give
thanks at our annual AllCommunity Thanksgiving
Worship service at the
Westhampton Church on
Tuesday, November 22
at 7pm. Come celebrate
your thanks along with
members of the whole
community. This will be a
lay-led service. Please let
a member of the WaS
Committee know if you have something you would like to
offer to this celebration. Please join us as we give thanks
for all our many blessings!

Mon.

Regular Town Meetings/Office Hours

9:00 - 3:00pm
7:00pm
Tues. 8am - 3:00pm
9am - 3:00pm
by appt only
4:30 - 8:30pm
5:00 -7:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
Wed. 8am - 4:00pm
8am - 3:00pm
9am - 3:00pm
6pm - 8:00pm
7:00pm
Thurs. 9am - 3:00pm
10am - 12pm
12:00pm
8am - 3:00pm
5:00 - 7:00pm
Fri.
7:00pm
Sat.
9am - 3:00pm

Administrative Asst - Town Hall
SelectBoard (bi-weekly) – Town Hall
Board of Health – Annex
Administrative Asst - Town Hall
Building Inspector – Annex
Board of Assessors - Annex
Tax Collector – Annex
Fire Dept. (1st, 3rd) – Highway Garage
Friends of the Library(1st) - Library
Library Trustees (2nd) - Library
Planning Board (2nd) – Annex
Zoning Bd of Appeals (2nd) – Annex
Town Clerk - Town Hall
Board of Health – Annex
Administrative Asst - Town Hall
Transfer Station hours
Conservation (1st, 3rd) – Town Hall
Administrative Asst - Town Hall
Board of Assessors – Annex
COA (1st) – via Zoom
Board of Health – Annex
Tax Collector – Annex
AA (weekly) – Westhampton Church
Transfer Station hours

Holiday House Fair

November 19, 2022 - 9am - 2pm
The Holiday House Fair is happening in just a few weeks, and
we still need you crafters, bakers, cooks, florists and everyone
else with creative ideas to donate Christmas-themed and other
items (including Silent Auction gifts) that will help make this
annual fundraiser a big success. Also, we ask you to please
think about donating any new or gently-used items for children
to purchase at the Kids Gift Shop for their family and friends.
Christmas wrap and assorted gift bags and tissue paper
donations are needed to wrap the children’s purchases.
Please bring all Fair donations to the church on Friday,
November 18, until 8:30pm. We also welcome donations
Saturday morning. And, of course, please shop at the Fair!
Beautiful gifts for the coming holidays and delicious food will
be available. Many thanks in advance to all who have helped
make this fundraiser a success, not only to allow us to continue
supporting charitable work within our community, but also to
support outside charities. For questions or assistance, please
contact Erika Subocz, Chair, at erika.subocz@gmail.com or
call (H)413-527-6069, cell: 413-297-3780. (Please post
enclosed Fair flyer on your fridge or bulletin board as a
reminder.)

Advent Festival

Sunday, November 27 is the first Sunday of Advent, which
marks the beginning of a new Christian year. This is a season
of waiting, a season of joyful expectation, a season of
unbridled anticipation as we count the days to Christmas.
Please plan to remain after worship on that day to attend to all
the joyful tasks of decorating the church for Christmas. We
have wreaths to hang, Christmas trees to put up and decorate,
candles to put in the windows, the Christmas post office to set
up, the creche to be built on the front lawn, and lots of
fellowship to enjoy in one another’s company. Join us!

Trick or Treating Reminder!

Trick or Treating will be on Monday,
October 31 from 5:30-7:30pm. Meet
at Hampshire Regional High School
at 5:30pm and follow the Fire Truck
up Stage Road at 5:45pm. Parts of
Stage Rd, South Rd and North Rd
will be closed, and all of Burt Rd and
Tob Rd will be closed during that time. Thank you for
your understanding as we enjoy a fun and safe
Halloween event for Westhampton’s children!

Good Works Group

Looking for some after school
activities for your Kindergartner
through 6th graders? Would you like
your child to be active in some
community service activities? Then
the fact that the Good Works Group is
being revived is good news for your
family! This non-denominational
group will meet monthly and work on a variety of
projects centered around caring for our world, our
friends and our neighbors. Perhaps we’ll help with a
garden or maybe we’ll make cards for the sick, or think
about the elderly in nursing homes or kids in the
hospital. There will be time for snacks and games, as
well as projects. Of course we’ll be open to ideas that
others suggest, and we surely hope you’ll let us know of
needs in your neighborhood. The Good Works Group,
which is sponsored by the Westhampton Church, will
meet on Wednesday, November 16 from 3:15 until
4:30pm (we’re assuming that students can ride the bus
to the church most months). You can plan on 3rd
Wednesdays every month. The group is open to all
Westhampton children from Kindergarten age through
sixth grade! It’s shaping up to be a great time for all! If
you have questions, contact Lynn Willard at 413-9776774. Any parents who would be interested in helping
should also contact Lynn!

WES PTO

•
We had a great
turnout, perfect weather, fun
activities at the PTO tent and
beyond, and delicious food at
the Fall Festival. Thanks to all
who participated in this
wonderful community and
community building event.
• Also in October, we celebrated Custodian
Appreciation Day and we planted an evergreen tree in
memory of Leslie Morrey to honor her love of
Christmas. Thanks to Steve Holt for planting and
caring for the tree going forward.
• Looking ahead, we will be running our annual holiday
gift card fundraiser and opening the Wildcats Spirit
wear store for holiday gift shopping.
• We are excited to sponsor the first all-school
assembly of the year by welcoming Berkshire Hills
Music Academy in December.

It is with great joy that we
welcome Rev. Gregory Briggs,

also known as Pastor Greg, as our
Interim Minister. Please read his
introduction on page 1, and we invite
you to join us for worship and/or other
events to get to know him. The future
looks brighter with someone to lead us
and to walk this path together!

Family Movie Night

On Friday, November 4, the CE Committee is hosting a free
Family Movie night at the Church. We will provide pizza at
6:30pm with the movie beginning in the sanctuary at 7:00pm.
We will be watching The Mitchells vs. the Machines (PG). This
animated adventure comedy film is about a quirky,
dysfunctional family’s road trip that is up-ended when they find
themselves in the middle of the robot apocalypse and suddenly
become humanity’s unlikeliest last hope. Feel free to bring a
pillow and blanket and come enjoy pizza and a fun movie with
your friends!

Bunco Game Night
Save this Winter Date: January 27, 2023

On Friday, January 27, at 7:00pm, the CE Committee will host
a Bunco game night. This event should last an hour. Bunco is
a fun family game. Any age can play and absolutely no
experience is needed! It is a fun game whereby you move
around the tables so you get to see everyone as you play the
game. Mark your calendar to save this date!

From Your Outreach Committee

Food Pantry - Volunteers are needed to open and close the

Food Pantry. Please visit www.westhamptonchurchcc.org and
follow the link to Food Bank Volunteers to offer to help with this
valuable asset that continues to be used by many in our Town.
The hours of operation are currently Wednesday 5pm-7pm,
Friday 11am-1pm and Saturday 9am-11am.

Take & Eat - The Westhampton Congregational United

Church of Christ and St. Philip’s Episcopal Church continue to
work together on the 4th Saturday of the month to provide those
in need by delivering weekend meals. It takes many hands to
get the job done and if you would like to participate in this
worthy cause for the November 26, 2022 meal preparation and
delivery, sign up here: https://www.tinyurl.com/takeandeat.
In addition to looking for volunteers to work this worthwhile
cause, monetary donations are being accepted. Checks
should be made payable to and mailed directly to the
Westhampton Congregational Church. Please indicate, Take
and Eat Program, in the memo portion of your check. The
money received will be used to purchase food items necessary
to make the meals that have not been donated.

Cot Shelter - Westhampton Congregational United Church

of Christ has agreed to provide a hot meal on the first Tuesday
of each month. Several volunteers are needed to collectively
prepare a main course, along with a vegetable or salad, rolls
or bread, and dessert. The committee is also asking for a
donation of juice. We are all set for the November 1 meal, but
if you would like to volunteer for the December 6 meal, please
contact Shirley Raymond at shirlraymond@comcast.net or
413-527-3998 or, or watch for the sign-up sheet at the church
on Sunday mornings.

“Beloved Love”
Stewardship Campaign
Well… it is November, and after two
years of not being able to get
together as a start to our
Stewardship Campaign, this year
we will finally be able to share a
meal together. What better way to celebrate our
blessings than eating a meal as a family and being
sustained by our own harvests? We are so
blessed… which you will find expressed nicely at the
end of this Bell Tower on the back page.
We think, as we look around our society, that love is
needed more than ever to heal our splintered society.
Where do we find this love? At church, of course! By
recognizing the all-encompassing love from God, we
can be inspired to share that love with all we meet.
That is the theme of the Stewardship Campaign this
year: Beloved Love, expressed in 3 Great Loves: Love
of Children, Love of Neighbor, and Love of Creation!
In order to share God’s love, we come to this church
to be renewed and inspired on a regular basis. Just
think how much love our town would lose if this church
were to disappear. All the expressions of love which
emanate from our church are amazing…Cot Shelter,
Habitat for Humanity, Take & Eat, Bell Tower,
Christmas baskets (with singing), bereavement and
shut-in flowers, Kiva, use of the church building, Food
Bank, Fall Festival, emergency shelter for HRHS,
illuminaries, college scholarships, camp scholarships,
hospital and nursing home visits, etc., etc., etc.! These
are all activities of the whole church. Beyond these are
all of the individual acts of love which we as church
members bestow on the people we meet every day.
Our Stewardship Campaign is now underway and
once again we will face the fact that there is a cost to
maintaining our beloved church building and all of our
programs. Our church family must prayerfully consider
how we wish to translate our love into action, to
support our church in all its expressions of love
throughout another year. You will receive (or perhaps
already have received) your Stewardship letter in the
mail with your invitation to be part of this campaign. To
celebrate the start of our campaign, we invite you to
join us in a special meal. One of the best ways we
share fellowship is by sharing a meal together around
a table. The joy of simply eating together can be an
expression of our faith and we can share the joy of
giving to this special place that we call home.

Pledged Local
Non-Pledged Local
Other Local
TOTAL LOCAL
Mission Pledged
Special Offerings
TOTAL MISSIONS

YTD Actual
as of Oct 15
$ 72,763

YTD Budget
as of Oct 15
$ 80,496

$ 4,623
$ 23,048
$100,434
$ 8,424
$ 4,384
$ 12,808

$ 7,500
$ 21,085
$109,081
$ 9,169
$ 1,100
$ 10,269

Stewardship Supper - November 12 @ 6:30pm

*NOTE this is now on a SATURDAY
We have changed our plans somewhat for the
Stewardship Supper due to the recent
cancellation
of
the
Harvest
Supper.
Reminiscent of that delicious tradition, instead
of a Pot Luck, we now invite you to enjoy that
same mouth-watering menu as a church
family… CHICKEN PIE with all the fixin’s!!!
Yummy! We have also changed the day of the
week. We will now gather on SATURDAY,
November 12 at 6:30pm at the church.
Please join us and bring your whole family!

Then comes the part everyone knows is coming. That’s right, the
“ask”… the time we ask you to make your individual financial
decisions about your own giving to the church this year and to fill
out your pledge card. Why is it that talking about money when it
comes to the church makes us feel uncomfortable? When we talk
about “church”, we want to talk about God, about spiritual things,
about service to others… all the things that inspire us to love and
to do and to feel good. But you know what? The funding of our
church is also an act of love. Pastor Greg will share a few words
with us after our meal to help us get past that discomfort and take
pride in our desire and ability to support the good work we do here.
If you haven’t already met Pastor Greg, then that is another
special reason to attend this fun event. He has great enthusiasm
for this interim period, and he really wants to meet you! This is the
time… we ask you to pledge your commitment to keep our church
community vibrant and able to spread the good news of God’s
love.

Stewardship Sunday - November 13 @ 10am

So, Saturday night we will gather and eat and listen and play and
turn in our pledges. Then we encourage you to join us again for
worship on Stewardship Sunday, November 13 at 10:00am.
We will announce what we’ve raised so far and accept more
pledges from anyone who is unable to attend the supper event,
and we will dedicate our collective promised gifts to God, as we
also promise to continue to do the good work of the Westhampton
Congregational United Church of Christ.
~ Janice and Bill Tracy, Larry Didier, Julie Holt

HOLIDAY HOUSE
FAIR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Montague Homemade Donuts (while they last!)

Luncheon Served

Featuring:
Christmas & other Handcrafted Items  Homemade Food
Herbs & Spices RADA Cutlery & Cookbooks
Plants, Wreaths & Flowers  Silent Auction
Children’s Table & Gift Shop

WESTHAMPTON CONGREGATIONAL

United Church of Christ
1 Tob Road | Westhampton, MA | 01027

Council on Aging
RMV Program on Disability Placards & More
November 10 at Noon in the Town Hall

Have you ever wondered how you can obtain
one of those disability placards? What does the
application process involve and who exactly is
eligible? Michele Elicks of the Registry of
Motor Vehicles will be presenting an
informational session in-person and via Zoom for a
hybrid session (assuming we can master the technology
as we hope!) on this important topic at the Town Hall.
She will also touch upon “Driving Decisions'' — how to
make the crucially important decision about when to
stop driving. In addition, she will share some information
on Real IDs. Note: we strongly encourage those who are
attending in person at the Town Hall to wear masks and
will have some free ones available. To join via Zoom or
to ask questions, contact Amy Landau at 413-203-9808
coa@westhamptonma.org

To Mask or Not To Mask?

Now that the weather is getting colder,
indoor group gatherings are becoming
more and more common, making the
spread of Covid-19 likely to be more
frequent. Chances are, someone you
know, a friend or family, has had it, if not yourself. One
way to approach this situation is to mask whenever
possible, even when NOT required, and if NOT masking,
to do so selectively and infrequently. While it’s true that
we are ALL tired of wearing masks, myself included (!),
it’s still important to remember that masking works. Wellfitting authentic KN95 or N95 masks (or surgical masks)
have been a very effective way to prevent the spread of
Covid-19 in indoor spaces (and even more so in spaces
with good ventilation). While up-to-date vaccines and
boosters usually prevent serious illness and treatments
are available, Long Covid remains an issue and can still
develop regardless of how mild an infection is. And we
know that those who are immunocompromised are also
at more risk of serious infection than others. I know I
don’t want Long Covid, nor do I want to give it to others!
At the same time, social isolation is a valid concern, one
that can definitely affect our mental, and in turn, our
physical health. My personal rule of thumb is this: mask
whenever possible (in supermarkets, in meetings, while
traveling, etc.) This doesn’t mean that I will NEVER eat
indoors at a restaurant, although I do personally keep
that at a minimum. My approach can be summed up this
way: I can open the door a little bit, but I don’t have to
swing it all the way open!
~ Amy Landau, COA Coordinator

Volunteer Drivers Still Needed

The COA is still seeking more volunteer drivers to help
older adults in Westhampton get to medical
appointments and accomplish other necessary tasks. If
you have some time during the day, would you consider
volunteering. You would receive a call or email to ask if
you are available and you may say yes or no. Contact
Louise Jasionkowski if you can help. 413-527-5134 or
rljasionkowski@comcast.net.

Has It Been Two Months?
Time to Get Boosted!

The NEW COVID-19 Bivalent Moderna and Pfizer booster
vaccines are available now. Anyone age 12 or older who
completed a primary COVID-19 vaccine series or received
a booster dose at least two months ago should get the
updated booster as soon as possible. Staying up to date
on vaccines, including boosters, is the most effective way
to prevent serious illness, hospitalization, and death from
COVID-19. While vaccine protection decreases over time,
boosters re-stimulate the immune system and increase
vaccine efficacy again. Boosters are an important
defense, even if you’ve already had COVID. When and
where can I get a booster? You can get a booster at many
locations across the Commonwealth, including where you
received previous vaccines, such as at doctor’s offices,
hospitals, pharmacies, and community health clinics. For
more info, visit www.mass.gov/covidbooster.

Strategies for the Future of Westhampton Your Input is Needed

The Town of Westhampton is creating its first ever Master
Plan. A Master Plan is our collective vision for the future
that will establish goals and policies for managing future
growth and public resources. We want your help to
identify what we want our Town to be like and to look like
over the next 10-20 years. Please join a Workshop to
think through our strategies and actions!
Wednesday, November 9, 2022, 7 - 9pm
Westhampton Elementary School Cafeteria,
37 Kings Hwy, Westhampton, MA
Doors open at 6:30pm. Please arrive early to sign in and
enjoy snacks and soft drinks with your neighbors! The
meeting will start promptly at 7:00pm. Please RSVP to let
us know which breakout groups you want to participate in:
https://PlanWesthamptonWorkshop2.eventbrite.com

DRAFT of New Proposed Zoning Bylaws

The Westhampton Zoning Bylaw Review Committee
(ZBRC) will be releasing a DRAFT of the new proposed
Zoning Bylaws for all Residents, Boards, and Committees
to read and be prepared for two (2) public informational
meetings to explain the new proposed zoning bylaws.
When the draft is released it will appear on the Town
website: westhampton-ma.com. We expect to have the
draft ready soon so continue to look for it. It is very
important that your input is part of the public informational
meetings. Those meetings will be hybrid fashion, with the
opportunity for both in-person and Zoom participation,
and will be announced on the town website as soon as
they are set. Please take the time to educate yourself to
these Zoning Bylaws that effect all land and buildings in
Westhampton. Thank you. ~ John Shaw, chair ZBRC

At the Westhampton Library…

Hours: Mon/Thurs 2-8pm; Tues/Wed 9-noon / 1-5pm,
Sat 10am-1pm. Closed at 12pm Wednesday,
November 23 and all day Thursday, November 24 for
Thanksgiving holiday.
Please check the town website or Facebook
@WesthamptonPublicLibrary for library updates. The
library is open for in-person browsing and materials
pickup as well as curbside pickup. To place a request
for curbside pick-up, please call 413-527-5386 or
email westhampton@cwmars.org.

Recurring Programs…

• COA Computer Classes w/ Bob Miller
Mondays @ 10am

• Knitting Group Mondays @ 6pm
• Scrabble Group Tuesdays @ 2pm

• Book Group 4th Tuesday @ 7pm
o Our October title is TBD. Please contact
Meaghan at mschwelm@cwmars.org to get
involved!
• CFCE Playgroup with Andy Tuesdays @ 3pm
• Storytime with Emily Wednesday @ 10:30am
o Geared toward young families, CFCE
Playgroup and Storytime are a great way to
connect with other children and families and
develop early literacy skills all while having a
great time. Older siblings are welcome.
• Walk-in Wellness Clinics with Westhampton’s
Public Health Nurse 1st/3rd Wednesdays from
10-11:30am
• Rotating Schedule of After-School Fun
*All children under 12 MUST be accompanied by an
adult or sibling 12 years of age or older.
o LEGO Club 1st Thursdays @ 3:30pm
o Open Crafting 2nd Thursdays @ 3:30pm
o Switch Happy Hour 3rd Thursdays @ 3:30pm
o Comics Club 4th Thursdays @ 3:30pm (not Nov)
• Teen Craft Nights 3rd Thursdays @ 6pm
o “Snailed It” Cross Stitch Nov 17
o Felt Succulent Dec 15

Nov/Dec Artist - Mary Montague

Enjoy paintings by local artist, Mary Montague, in the
community room gallery throughout the months of
November and December.

Carol Lollis Photo Journalist and Photo Editor
Monday, November 7 at 6:30pm

The Friends of the Library will host Carol Lollis,
photojournalist and photo editor with the Daily
Hampshire Gazette, on Monday, November 7 at
6:30pm. Carol, a Westhampton resident and mother of
three sons, will show some of her favorite photographs
and share some of the stories she’s covered during her
30-year career as a photojournalist. Meet the woman
behind the camera, learn about the people she’s met
and gain some insight about the decisions required of
a photo editor at the Gazette.

Mini Tapestry Weaving with Jenine Shereos

Thursday, November 3 at 6:30pm
Join fiber artist Jenine Shereos for an introduction to tapestry
weaving using miniature looms. You’ll go home with your
very own little frame loom to keep, as well as resources on
continuing with tapestry weaving. All materials will be
provided. Space is limited to eight participants and
registration is required. Email westhampton@cwmars.org or
call 413-923-4620 to reserve your space.

November 8 State Election

The State Election is on Tuesday, November 8. Polls at the
Westhampton Town Hall will be open from 7:00am - 8:00pm.
You can vote early, in person at the Town Clerk’s
Office, Town Hall 1 South Rd
• Saturday Oct 29, from 11:00am - 3:00pm or
• Wednesday, November 2, from 12:00noon - 2:00pm
You can vote by mail
• You must apply for an application: The "Vote by
Mail" application deadline is 5:00 p.m. Tuesday
November 1
• Mailed Ballot envelopes must be postmarked by
November 8 & received by Town Clerk no later
than 5:00 p.m. on November 12 in order to be
counted.
• Hand delivered ballot envelopes must be received by
Town Clerk by 8pm on November 8 in order to be
counted.
• Please use black Clerk Drop Box outside Town Hall.
Contact the Town Clerk by phone or email at 413-203-3080
or clerk@westhamptonma.org for more information. Clerk's
regular office hours are Wednesdays, 8am-4pm.

Maddy Cahill, a teacher from Worthington, Joanne Meyer, a
teacher from Framingham, and Jenny Meyers, Joanne's
mother, are moving to North Road, Westhampton at the end
of October. They have already met delightful neighbors and
are excited about the library and the Swap Shop at the dump!
Lori Taylor, retired out of Orlando, Florida. “I moved to
Massachusetts in 2020. I am enjoying working on the Hall
property and looking forward to making it my home. I love the
area and people I have met since I moved North.”

Special 90th Birthday Request

The family of Louise Montague
have a special request to make.
Louise Montague will turn 90 on
November 15, 2022. It would be
lovely if her beloved community of
friends and family would send her a
birthday card. Will you do that for
her? Please mail your birthday
greeting to Louise at 292 North Rd.,
Westhampton, MA 01027, and
make her day extra special. Thank
you!
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The Bell Tower is a church and community newsletter whose intent is to inform and inspire. The Bell Tower shall promote the identity, programs and
events of the Westhampton Congregational United Church of Christ. As an added service, the Bell Tower shall also provide information on
community news and events to the residents of Westhampton. We invite you to join us for Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00am. Submissions to the
Bell Tower for church and community articles and announcement may be sent to Julie Holt at the church email address
westhamptonchurchucc@comcast.net no later than the 15th of each month prior to the upcoming Bell Tower issue.

Westhampton Congregational United Church of Christ Mission Statement

With God as our witness, we of the Westhampton Congregational United Church of Christ, commit to our Savior Jesus Christ as our
model and guide. While cherishing our heritage, we look to the future, accepting ourselves and each other as individuals uniquely
created in God’s image. We covenant together to grow in our understanding of God’s will. We nurture each other in faith so we may
be empowered to serve in our community and the world.
We are called to love our brothers and sisters as God loves us, freely and without reservation. Our unconditional love is inclusive of
all God’s people. We denounce acts of discrimination and violence against any person. As an open and affirming church,
we joyfully welcome all people into our community of faith, regardless of age, gender,
race, sexual orientation, ethnic background, socioeconomic status or physical/mental
abilities. Each person is invited and encouraged to participate in all aspects of our church
life and ministry.

You Are So Blessed

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness,
you are more blessed than the million who won’t survive the week.
If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment,
the agony of torture or the pangs of starvation,
you are ahead of 20 million people around the world.
If you attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death,
you are more blessed than almost 3 billion people in the world.
If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back,
a roof over your head and a place to sleep,
you are richer than 75% of this world.
If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish somewhere,
you are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy.
If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful,
you are blessed because the majority can, but most do not.
If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even touch them on the shoulder,
you are blessed because you can offer God’s healing touch.
If you can read this message,
you are more blessed than over 2 billion people in the world that cannot read anything at all.
You are so blessed in ways you may never even know.
~ an anonymous email circulated in 2004

